
Minutes of the Highways Committee
Meeting of Melbourne Parish Council:
Held at 7:30 pm on Monday 13th January
2020 at the Melbourne Room, Melbourne
Assembly Rooms, High Street,
Melbourne

Mrs J Storer, Clerk to the Parish
Council

Tel: 07734 939292
Email: melbourneclerk@aol.com

Present: Cllrs Smith (Chair), Usher, Summerlin, Jackson, Calvert, Collyer
In attendance: Mrs J Storer (Clerk), Cllr Carroll , Cllr Fearria.

161. To receive apologies for absence.
No apologies were received.

162. Declaration of Members Interests.
Cllrs considered their obligations to make a declaration of interest; no

declarations were received.

163. To approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held 9th December 2019
The Minutes of the Committee meeting held on 9th December 2019 were

approved and signed as a true record.

164. To consider matters pertaining to highways
The road works on the A514 commenced this morning, there was significant
congestion which was not helped by an additional set of traffic lights on the
bridge  following a traffic accident on Sunday.  The lights will remain in place
until the repairs are complete.
The Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow Cllr Fearria to speak.  She
reported that on Sunday the roads were closed but no diversions had been
put into place, the road closure was due to an accident that required a
structural engineer to check the condition of the bridge. The road was
reopened on Sunday afternoon.  It was noted that the lack of diversion signs
added to the traffic congestion.
Returned to Standing Orders.

Potholes were reported at several locations, some have been reported to
DCC and it was stressed that it is important for members of the public to
report potholes as to wait to bring matters to the Council meetings will add
delays in their repair .  The Committee asked the Clerk to make enquiries as
to the process for assessing the urgency of repairing reported potholes
together with the policy of which potholes are chosen to be repaired. In
addition, information is to be sought as to how many potholes are awaiting
attention at the current time and where these potholes are within the parish.
In three months, a similar exercise will be undertaken.
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One bollard at the Kings Newton Cross has been knocked over again this
morning.  The Clerk will inform the Highways Dept and seek repairs to be
undertaken as per ASBC Ltd quote.

165. To consider any response relating to the bus service along Potter Street
There has been significant exchange of opinion between Cllrs about the
validity and viability of the new No 9 bus service and of the route it takes;
these discussions continued at the meeting. The Clerk was asked to obtain
information from DCC on the logic and reasoning as to why Potter Street
was the preferred route and why Potter Street was chosen over Church
Street or Chapel Street.  The Committee expressed the preferred options to
be Church Street, then Chapel Street and then Potter Street.
It was commented that at one of the EMA Forums, the use of the buses was
encouraged, particularly for the airport staff; some members of the public
have supported the new bus service.

166. To agree on the wording and type of notice for the Chat Benches
At the Parish Council meeting on 7th January 2020, it was agreed to trial the
Chat Benches project.  The Committee was informed that permission is
required to erect a notice on the benches around the Pool; the Clerk will
make enquiries with The Civic Society about the correct organisation to
obtain the necessary permissions.  The notice will be imitation self adhesive
brass plaques which can be stuck onto the benches.

167. To agree the scheme for the War Memorial and the criteria for a grant
application to be made

Cllr Usher has previously circulated an image of a design to fix the wreaths
to the base of the memorial.  The proposal includes inserting eyelets into the
base and is considered to be both cost effective and having limited visual
impact on the memorial.  The proposal could be emotive and Cllr Smith as
authorised to raise this suggestion with Melbourne RBL to ascertain their
views on the suggestion, the matter will be brought back to the Committee.

168. Review of the Christmas lights 2019
Cllr Jackson reported that on one evening during December there were 7
trees which had no lights switched on and he questioned whether in future,
trees should be erected at these locations if the lights are not switched on. A
review of the Christmas tree locations will be undertaken at later in the year.

169. To receive Cllrs reports
a) A resident has made a request to the Parish Council to install a memorial

bench at Kings Newton, close to the Hardinge Arms. Cllrs agreed in principle to the
request.

b) The bin near to the Bowls Club needs to be raised off the pavement.

There being no further matters, the Chair closed the meeting at 8:11pm.


