
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN – MELBOURNE PARISH

Councillor Jane Carroll, Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party, came to the
Melbourne Civic Society committee meeting on November 9th 2015 to inform on
progress so far and gain views and advice on Environment, Conservation and Heritage
aspects of the Plan.
So far all areas of the Plan including Health, Education, Leisure and Business had been
involved in carrying out consultation in differing ways with an encouraging level of
response.
With the help of Barry Thomas from the Civic Society, a basic document covering
Environment, Conservation and Heritage aspects had been produced. He explained that
he had taken as his guide documents from other successful Neighbourhood Plans and
adapted them to apply to Melbourne. Praise was given for his comprehensive document,
which it was agreed, covered virtually all aspects. It was suggested that tree preservation
orders needed to be incorporated and that the designation of open green spaces needed
reinforcing. An extra contribution from Philip Heath also needed consideration.
As the initial inaugural public consultation had proved very successful, it was now
proposed that the way forward would be for another follow up meeting to take place in
January.
Ian Turner advised an open-ended approach where the personal views of the community
were requested. People could be asked how they themselves imagined the future of
Melbourne and what needed to be done to achieve it. The basic principle of a
Neighbourhood Plan was that it should be shaped by the community itself. A lot of
debate might be taking place within the Working Party but, whether idealistic or realistic
in nature, in the end the Neighbourhood Plan needed to reflect the views of the majority
in Melbourne to have any chance of success.
Members of the Civic Society will be informed of recent developments in the next
Newsletter and will be encouraged to attend the Open Evening to express their views.
Councillor Jane Carroll thanked Melbourne Civic Society Committee for their input.


