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Mrs J Storer, Clerk to the Parish Council 

Tel: 07734 939292 

Email: melbourneclerk@aol.com 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
held on Tuesday 2nd March 2021 at 7.30pm, under the Local Authorities and 
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and 
Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 

 

 

 

In attendance: Cllr S Hicklin (Chair of the Parish Council), Mrs J Storer (Clerk to the Parish Council), 15 

members of the public, 1 member of the press. 

 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting on a unique format for the Annual Meeting of the Parish.  

 

1.  Presentation of the Dr Freeman Award for 2020 

presented the award on behalf of the Parish Council to Mr D Guilford for his generous and long standing 

commitment and contribution to the community.  Mr D Guilford was unable to attend the meeting and the 

award was accepted on his behalf by his wife, Mrs E Guilford. 

 

 

2. Report by the Chairman of the Parish Council – Cllr Sheila Hicklin 

Melbourne Parish Council welcomed two new councillors last year, Councillor Joe Ward and Councillor 

Robert Hatton. Cllr Ward filled the vacancy created by the sad passing of Councillor Andrew Jackson. 

Andrew, Andy or Jacko, however you fondly remember him was the longest serving councillor giving 36 

years’ service to the people of Melbourne and Kings Newton. Andy worked on numerous projects but, for 

me, his most memorable was the Beacon of Light in 2018 which commemorated the 100th anniversary of 

the end of the first World War. Councillor Hatton filled the vacancy created by the departure of Councillor 

Martin Fitzpatrick; Martin was elected to represent the Melbourne ward on the South Derbyshire District 

Council. We have recently received the resignation of Councillor Mick Usher, Mick worked tirelessly on 

some major projects for the Council including the bench project where he oversaw the installation of ten 

new benches throughout the village. Whilst he was the Chair of the Burial Committee, he digitalised the 

burial records for the public to easily access them. 

 

Due to Covid, all our meetings have been held virtually, whilst some councillors have embraced this, I, 

along with some others relish the day when we can return to face-to-face meetings. 

 

It has been heart-warming, but not surprising, to see how the parishes of Kings Newton and Melbourne 

have pulled together and supported each other through the pandemic. Many individuals and groups have 

gone above and beyond to support the vulnerable and elderly in our community.  

 

As always, I will leave it to each individual committee to give a full report on their year.  

 

This will be my last report as Chair of the Parish Council, I have served for 3 years and have thoroughly 

enjoyed representing the people of our community. Whilst there have been many highlights, my 

outstanding memories were the events held to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of the first 

World War especially the Beacon of Light, a one-off unique event. However, nothing can compare to the 

pride I felt when laying the wreath on Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph on behalf of the Council. 
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Finally, I would like to thank all the councillors and Jacqui the clerk for their unconditional support and 

hard work in maintaining the high standards of support and service given to our community. 

 

 

1.  Report by the Chairman of the Facilities, Recreation and Events Committee – Cllr Sheila Hicklin  

I became Chair of the FRE committee after the death of Andrew Jackson and the resignation Martin 

Fitzpatrick. 

Whilst it has been a strange year in so many ways leading to the cancellation of many of our planned 

events. The PC was working alongside Andy Heafield and the MSP to organise an event befitting the 75 th 

anniversary of VE Day, unfortunately all our hard work fell foul of the Covid pandemic.  

Another popular favourite, the Summer Sports Scheme which brings together children of all ages was a 

victim of the same circumstances. 

Remembrance Sunday which Melbourne does with such dignity and pride, which usually attracts a huge 

crowd with people lining the streets to watch and participate in the Parade, was this year a much scaled 

down version with a simple, poignant ceremony at the Cenotaph. Despite the circumstances, the branch of 

the Melbourne Royal British Legion worked hard to ensure it was fitting tribute to the fallen and our armed 

forces. 

Late night Christmas shopping and the lights switch on was another casualty, an event that thanks to the 

event management by Paul Wilmore, usually attracts a large crowd.  

 

On a positive note, however, a few major projects came to fruition.  

The long-awaited opening of the public toilets took place in July with John Wall and Radio Derby’s Andy 

Twigge performing the opening ceremony. As a parish council we are very proud of the modern facility 

that has been built in keeping with its surroundings in a conservation area that we have provided for the 

community. 

The large play area in the Lothian Gardens for small children has been completely transformed thanks to a 

grant from the South Derbyshire District Council and matched by the Parish Council. We have provided a 

safe, secure and imaginative space to let a small child’s mind creativity and vision be explored. 

The hanging baskets, this year more than ever, provided a burst of colour in the Market Place and along 

Derby Road, the baskets were provided by local supplier, Sharp’s and watered regularly on a voluntary 

basis by David Guildford of DG Light Haulage. 

Although the main Christmas tree in the Market Place was slight smaller this year, we received positive 

feedback on its appearance and the presentation of its lights. With the addition of the small trees 

illuminated on the surrounding buildings it made for a festive scene in the centre of our village. Initial 

plans are under way for the celebration of the 70th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth 2nds reign in June 2022. 

Thanks to all the FRE committee and Jacqui the Clerk for their support 

 

 

2.  Report by the Chairman of the Burial Committee  - Cllr Terry Summerlin 

The past 12 months have been difficult for everyone, but the Packhorse Road Cemetery has remained open 

for most of the time.  However, it is with regret that Government guidelines meant a restricted number of 

mourners at funerals, and the Cemetery had to be closed for the duration of those funerals.   

Whilst it has been difficult to hold normal face-to-face meetings, with business conducted mainly via 

virtual means, over the year the Committee were able to address a number of “housekeeping” objectives.   

• Packhorse Road Cemetery Rules and Regulations fully reviewed and accepted.    

• A procedure for Memorial Testing created and adopted.   

• Cemetery Health and Safety plan reviewed and updated. 

• Investigations into possible extensions to the Cemetery (ongoing). 

 

CEMETERY CHAPELS PROJECT 

As reported last year, the Cemetery Chapels’ building complex is in a state of slow decay.  An 

architectural surveyor was commissioned to provide a new condition survey; this took place in May and a 

full report followed.  Working to this report, the initial objective has been repair work to stabilise the 

progress of decay, and secondly to follow on with plans to completely refurbish the buildings within a 

five-year timespan.   

The first phase of work included :- 

• All external roofing repaired to ensure a water-tight covering and protection of the internal 

structure. 
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• Chapels and arch stonework repaired and/or re-pointed as identified, including major repairs to all 

kneelers. 

• Bell chamber floor cleaned and treated with wood preservative. 

• Asbestos survey completed. 

• Lightning conductor tested and repaired. 

• Guttering and downpipes cleared of debris and re-painted. 

• Electrical inspection undertaken annually. 

These works were professionally carried out and completed within the recommended timescale of one year 

of the survey publication date.  At the time of writing, the architectural surveyor is being approached to act 

as lead advisor for the next phase of works.   

 

MEMORIAL TESTING 

Due to current restrictions, memorial testing has been postponed until Spring 2021. 

 

OLD BURIAL GROUND 

Further to meetings with the Church, Parochial Church Council (PCC), and a member of the Derby 

Diocese, last Spring, a number of agreed actions have been addressed or are in the process of being 

addressed :- 

• A boundary fence erected at the rear of the site to prevent falling into the neighbouring property.  

• Erection of small fencing around the two tombs which have become unsafe over time.   

• A meeting with the SDDC Tree Officer was held during the summer and, following his advice, the 

old lime tree is to be crown raised and two spruce trees, confirmed as alien to the site, are to be 

removed; awaiting approval by the Diocese via a faculty. 

• The gate at the entrance off Castle Street has been cleaned of rust and re-painted.  

• A contractor is being employed to mow the grass, currently done by the lengthsman. 

In conclusion, good progress has been made with repair works to the Cemetery Chapels, in preparation for 

the next phase of refurbishment; the project has a clearer vision to completion.  The Cemetery continues to 

be kept in excellent condition thanks to the hard work of the sexton.  And we continue to build on our 

relationship with the Church and PCC for the benefit of keeping the Old Burial Ground a pleasant and 

attractive place within the Parish. 

Thanks to the Committee for their support of the Chair. 

 

3.  Report by the Chairman of the Planning and Strategy Committee – Cllr Jane Carroll 

The planning and strategy committee have met regularly this year via ZOOM. This challenge has been 

overcome and works well. 

The most time consuming item discussed during the past few months has been the Website. The committee 

had agreed that a new site was needed but before we could engage a provider to build a new site the 

domain name was sold to a company in another country. The Council has agreed that we purchase a new 

domain name. Cllrs Fearria, Hogan and Gates are working with the clerk to get a new site. 

During the past year the committee has continued to consider and comment on planning applications in the 

Parish. Some applications are dealt with at Full Council meetings to be able to respond before the 

consultation deadline which has been speeded up by SDDC.  

I attended an online Planning training course organised by DALC in November. Derbyshire Association of 

local councils  

The committee has considered and commented on various consultations from other Authorities over the 

past year -: 

• North West Leicestershire Local Plan Partial review.  

• SDDC Licensing policies –Statement on 2003 licensing Act and Animal Welfare Policy 

• Government consultation - Planning for the Future.  

• The Committee on Standards in Public Life review. 

• SDDC Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy. 

Melbourne PC Tree Policy has been considered and the new policy will be presented for approval to the 

Council. In considering this internal policy it was agreed that the Council should also approve the NALC 

Charter for Trees, Woods and People a guide for Parish Councils. 
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Climate Emergency.  Cllr Fearria has agreed to be our representative to DALC meetings to discuss 

implications and actions for Parish Council. 

In the winter of 2019-20 the Council met to consider a strategy for the next 5 years. This is now being 

reviewed by the Planning and Strategy Committee.  

The Neighbourhood Development Plan is once again with SDDC and we are hoping that they will accept 

this for sending to the Planning Inspectorate for approval. 

Cllr Carroll thanked everyone for their support and hard work. 

 

 

4.  Report by the Chairman of the Highways Committee – Cllr David Smith 

As everybody is aware it has been a challenging year for the Parish Council saying that as a council we 

have been able to maintain a service throughout the year. 

Litter, Dog fouling and parking continue to be a problem. The council is looking into adding to the number 

of litter bins and grit bins in and around the village in the coming year. There have been new benches 

added during the year. 

We are looking into replacing and updating the notice boards in the village. The proposed work in 

connection with the drainage of the sports field at the MSP on Robinsons Hill will commence shortly. 

The local footpaths have had a lot of use throughout lockdown and will need some work this spring. 

The hanging baskets again brought some colour to village and a revised scheme will be put in place for the 

coming year. 

Our lengthsman has done a great job this year keeping the village clean a tidy. 

Let’s hope that we are all able to get back to some normality soon 

  

5.  Questions from the Floor to the Parish Council 

No questions were raised. 

 

The Chair thanked everyone for their reports and their attendance and closed the meeting at 7:37pm 


