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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Melbourne 

Parish Council 

Held remotely at 7.30pm Tuesday 2nd February 

2021 

 

  

 

 

Councillors Present: Cllr Hicklin (Chair), Parker, Summerlin, Smith, Ward, Carroll, Usher, Dunnicliff 

(from 7.34pm), Fearria, Hogan, Collyer, Calvert, Hatton, Hardy (from 7.34pm). 

 

In Attendance: Mrs J Storer (Clerk), a representative from the Village Voice, District Cllr Fitzpatrick (to 

8:34pm), Cllr Hewlett, County Cllr Chilton (to 8.36pm). 

 

Cllr Hicklin welcomed everyone to the meeting and as a quorum was established (Standing Orders 3v), the 

meeting commenced. 

 

2215.  Apologies:  apologies were noted from Cllr Gates (personal). 

 

2216.  Declaration of Interests (Standing Orders 3u & 13): All Cllrs considered their duty under the 

Code of Conduct to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest where necessary.  

 

2217. To grant any dispensations following the declaration of interests (Standing Orders 3 & 13):  

No dispensations were requested and none were granted. 

 

2218. Variation of Order of Business:  There was no variation to the order of business. 

 

2219. Public Participation 

a) A period of not more than 3 minutes will be made available for members of the public and Members of 

the Council to comment on any matter. (Standing Order 3g) 

No members of the public were in attendance. 

  

b) County Council and District Council Members opportunity to raise any relevant matter (Standing Order 

24) 

Cllr Chilton’s report was previously circulated prior to the meeting.  

Kings Newton Lane has a lot of rubbish in the ditch, Cllr Hewlett will contact the Clean Team in the 

morning. 

 

7:34pm Cllr Dunnicliff and Cllr Hardy joined the meeting. 

Cllr Chilton added that a lot of highway matters have been placed on hold including the request for the 

double yellow lines on Cockshut Lane; this is partly due to Covid and partlyas the DCC Highways Dept is 

struggling at the present time; Cllr Chilton will make enquiries about the progress made on the 

consultation for the double yellow lines and will provide an update before the next meeting. 

A request had been made to DCC by the parish council to clear the pavement from Blackwell Lane to 

Wilson, the response from DCC was “unachievable”.  Cllr Chilton was asked if she could follow this up.  

A further request was made for SDDC to provide some funding from its healthy living fund to assist with 

the clearing of the pavement; Cllr Hewlett agreed to look at this in connection with Cllr Chilton. 

 

There has been no communication from the organisers of the Download Festival regarding concerns 

surrounding the volume of people that will be camping in Melbourne Parish – Cllr Chilton advised the 

matter is still pending and will make enquiries and report back to the next meeting. She added that this 

matter will not be a priority as the Download Festival will not be taking place this year.  SDDC has a 

representative on the Download Committee but no details have been provided as to whether any meeting 

between various Councils and the Download Festival organisers has taken place. 

 

Cllr Hewlett’s report and the report about Vision Derbyshire were circulated prior to the meeting.  
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A question was raised why SDDC had spent time in December, cutting hedges and grass which was an 

unnecessary task when staff may have been better utilized in the covid era; Cllr Hewlett will make 

enquiries.  

A charge is to be levied by SDDC on pre planning consultations, however the enforcement dept is under 

pressure and a view was expressed that a reduction of pre planning advise could place greater pressure on 

enforcement; Cllr Hewlett provided examples from other local authorities where this had not been the case. 

The lights in the car park behind the Melbourne Inn were not repaired today as vehicles had not been 

moved; this prevented the cherry picker from gaining safe access to the lights. 

A joint statement was read from Cllrs Hewlett and Fitzpatrick regarding changes that have taken place at 

SDDC.  Both district Cllrs will continue to work in tandem on SDDC matters and will alternate in the 

presentation of reports to parish council meetings. 

 

c) Members declaring an interest other than a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest who wish to make 

representations or give evidence under the National Association of Local Councils’ (NALC) Code of 

Conduct shall do so at this stage 

No declarations were granted. 

  

2220. To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held 5th January 2021 

RESOLVED The Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 5th January 2021 as previously circulated, 

were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

2221. Arrangements for the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

The recommendation of the FRE Committee (Min 190)  was that a separate Annual meeting is not held 

this year but instead the Annual Meeting is held before the March 

ordinary council meeting.  Outside groups will not be invited to give a presentation, instead there will be 

the usual reports from Committee chairs. The Standing Orders are silent relating to the Annual 

Meeting of Parish. 

RESOLVED: the Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held prior to the March ordinary parish council 

at 7.30pm. The Zoom invite will not be placed on the notice to be included in the 

Village Voice, anyone attending the Annual Meeting of the Parish will be asked to obtain the meeting 

invite from the Clerk. 

All Committee chairs are requested to provide written reports to the Clerk no later than 19th February 2021, 

the Clerk will circulate the reports prior to the meeting. 

 

2222. Governance 

a) Review of GDPR 

There were no updates and no reports of any GDPR incidents. 

 

b) Risk Register review 

There were no changes to the risk register nor risk assessments. 

 

c) Outsourcing the payroll and monthly VAT returns 

RESOLVED This will be taken in the exempt section of the meeting. This item related to a staffing 

matter. 

 

2223.  To received reports and recommendations from the Parish Council Committees and Working 

Parties  

Planning & Strategy Committee – 11th January 2021 

The minutes of the Committee meeting were circulated prior to the Full council meeting. 

Cllr Fearria and the Clerk have drafted a Tree Policy which will be before the P&S Committee for 

approval. 

No questions were raised. 

 

Facilities, Recreation and Events Committee – 11th January 2021 

The minutes of the meeting were circulated prior to the Full council meeting.  No questions were raised. 

    

 

Burial Committee – 11th January 2021 

The minutes of the meeting were circulated prior to the Full council meeting. 
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The Clerk has asked Peter Rogan (architectural surveyor) if he would be the project lead for the next phase 

of works; his response and decision is awaited. 

The rainwater and melted snow flowed heavily into the cemetery; however, the surface water flowed into 

the ditch and there was no flooding of properties.  The temporary works undertaken by the Sexton appear 

to have been effective.  This raised concerns that whilst two properties are no longer being affected by 

flooding, the flooding problem maybe passed further down to gardens at the end of the ditch.  The work at 

the former Gay Borders Nurseries is causing silt to be brought off the sites into the cemetery result in part 

of the Cemetery path becoming churned up.  

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow comment from the floor. 

Cllr Fitzpatrick reported that both housing developments should be responsible for the egress of water 

from their sites and through the Cemetery, this has been taken on board by SDDC. 

The Chair returned to Standing Orders. 

The notice regarding the Faculty application has been placed at the Old Burial Ground. 

 

Highways Committee – 11th January 2021 

The minutes were circulated prior to the meeting, no questions were raised. 

 

2224. To determine which items if any from Part 1 of the Agenda should be taken with the public 

excluded. 

RESOLVED to take the following matters in the exempt section of the meeting 

Outsourcing of VAT and Payroll 

Communication with members of the public. 

 

2225.  Chairman’s Announcements and Reports.  -  For the Chair of the Parish Council to report on 

any events attended or interaction with the press. 

The Chair had previously circulated to all Parish Cllrs, a letter drafted in response to the Village Voice 

article relating to the Parish council’s complaint about the GP surgery; this letter was read to the meeting.  

No comments were made at the meeting or previously.  The Chair explained the NHS complaints process 

which had been followed and of the response from NHS England, this was for each person who 

complained to the parish council to make their own representations.  

 

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow comment from the floor. 

Cllr Chilton advised that DCC Scrutiny Committee can be contacted about the concerns surrounding the 

Surgery. 

The Chair returned to Standing Orders. 

 

Some Cllrs expressed that the Surgery service and communication has improved since the complaints have 

been made.  The Chair stated that the parish council had a duty to follow up on the parishioners concerns 

but there is no further action available for the Council to take on behalf of the parishioners. 

 

2226. To receive the report of the Clerk (previously circulated) 

         a)  Report of the Clerk 

              The report of the Clerk had been previously circulated, there were no matters or questions raised. 

The revised wording for the agreement between the parish council and the MARS Board for the 

use of the former disabled toilet as the lengthsman store, has not been agreed as MARS has not 

held a meeting, Cllr Carroll will report back at the next parish council meeting. 

 

         b)  Deeds granted (Standing Orders 23) 

               No deeds have been granted during January 2021. 

  

        c)  Correspondence received and actions taken 

             1.  DALC – various circulars     

             2.  Whistlewood – Invite to the AGM on 21st January 2021 

             3.  DCC – Notification of closure of Quick Close – 1st to 3rd March 2021 

             4.  DCC – Notification of closure of Main Street, Kings Newton – 15th – 17th March 2021 

             5.  DALC – Climate Action Support (email circulated 19.01.21) 

             6.  DCC – Notification of delay of the closure of Robinson Hill (email circulated 19.01.21) 

             7.  Resident – asking for grit provision at Castle Mills 
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             8.  Resident – report about gritting bins not being checked 

All correspondence has been circulated to all Cllrs, no matters were raised. 

 

2227. Reports from representatives on outside organisations     

Senior Citizens Centre -  no meeting has been held  

   

 Safer Neighbourhood/Area Meeting – the next meeting will take place on 4th February 2021. 

   

Melbourne Festival – Cllr Carroll reported that a report had been received today and this will be circulated 

to all Cllrs. 

 

Sporting Partnership - A tree has been planted at the sports centre in memory of Andrew Jackson, a small 

memorial ceremony will be held post Covid and a memorial plaque will be erected. 

A traffic light system maybe in place whilst the drainage works take place, this is preferable to the closure 

of Robinson Hill.  The construction of tennis courts was due to start yesterday with a completion date prior 

to the start of the cricket season. 

     

Assembly Rooms - No meeting has taken place. 

 

Donington Park Liaison Committee – no meeting has taken place. 

 

Severn Trent Water Liaison Group – no meeting has taken place but Cllr Collyer has received 

confirmation that STW is still working on a scheme for Melbourne, hopefully a meeting will be held later 

in the year when the plans will be presented. 

 

East Midlands Airport – no meeting has taken place. 

 

Communication engagement project with the Diocese – no further information has been received by Cllr 

Fearria. 

 

2228. Parish Council assets 

a)  Public Toilets 

The toilet door has been re-fixed.  One of the two heaters has been repaired, an electrician needs to come 

out to look at the wiring.  The loose flush handle is still to be addressed.  All works have been undertaken 

under guarantee. 

Signage for the toilet has been agreed by the FRE Committee, the Clerk sought the times of opening and 

closing of the toilets in order for the sign to be ordered; all other matters has been agreed by the FRE 

Committee. 

8.34pm Cllr Fitzpatrick left the meeting.   

8.36pm Cllr Chilton left the meeting. 

RESOLVED no specific times will be included in the signage, instead the notice will include that that 

toilets will be closed overnight. 

 

b)  Chapels & Cemetery, Old Burial Ground 

The report was provided under the report from the Burial Committee. 

 

c)  Lothian Gardens and Thomas Cook Gardens 

No matters are reported for Thomas Cook Gardens, the planning decision has been received for the works 

to the trees to take place (DMOT/2020/1172) and the works took place last week.  

 

d)   Market Place bus shelter 

Work has been completed and the matter will be taken in the exempt section. 

 

2229. Finance (Standing Orders 23 and Financial Regulations) 

a) Accounts for payment  

Accounts already paid 

Four Seasons Gardening Thomas Cook Gardening 6th Jan ’21   £47.00 

Four Seasons Gardening Thomas Cook Gardening 20th Jan ’21   £47.00 

Defib Shop     New pads and battery        £297.00 
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Accounts for payment 

February salaries                £TBA 

February HMRC                £TBA 

February Pension                £TBA 

SDDC      NNDR for January Public toilets    £231.00 

Cllr Hicklin    Reimbursement monthly zoom     £7.19 

Eon      Electricity at Chapels        £31.77 

Village Voice    Memorial testing advert      £92.88 

Thaw Partners   Electricity for Christmas lights     £59.71 

2Commune    New website costs         £1920.00 

 

Doves Garage   Fuel and bin bags         £43.47 

Eon      Electricity at Toilets        £60.15 (taken by d/d 15.01.21) 

Bunzl      Cleaning materials for toilets      £91.03 

Mr A Cox    Assist with gritting (25th & 26th Jan)   £120.00 

  The snow clearance work undertaken by the Lengthsman and Mr Cox was commended. 

 

b) Receipts 

Receipts received in January 2021 the Clerk has not had opportunity to look at this and will circulate this 

information to Cllrs in a separate email 

Burials £0.00 

Memorials £426.00 

VAT refund  £0.00 

Gross interest £1.86 

SDDC – grant towards the toddler play equipment   £17,500.00 

 

c) To approve the bank reconciliation to 31st January 2021 

This is to be reviewed by the Chair. 

Balances at 31.01.21 

Current account = £100.00 

Deposit account = £212,868.10 

  

d) Request for financial assistance 

No requests were received.  

  

2230. To adopt and ratify the draft NDP  

The draft NDP document was circulated as per minute 2185 (December 2020) Cllr Carroll reported that a 

response has now been received from SDDC including comments relating to four green spaces, these 

being: the intake area, the packhorse Road Cemetery, the old Methodist Cemetery and the Old Burial 

Ground.  RESOLVED to take these four areas identified in the NDP forward as green space. However 

Hilly Fields Allotments and The Lothian Gardens have not been included. It needs to be established 

whether the landowners have been consulted. The clerk was asked if she could find the list of landowners 

that had been written to. 

 

Some adjustment to the wording has been recommended by SDDC although this does not affect the 

meaning of draft NDP. These adjustments meant the plan was unable to be adopted at this meeting.  The 

matter will be moved onto the March agenda. Cllr Carroll reminded Cllrs that if the Plan is approved, the 

Parish council will have a duty to review the Plan periodically. 

 

2231.  Review of grit bin provision within the Parish 

Due to heavy snowfall on 24th January 2021, reports were received that three grit bins were not full and 

that some locations would have benefited from having a grit bin on site, in particular, a request was made 

for a grit bin to be placed at Castle Mills, an unadopted road, but one with a number of vulnerable 

residents.  The empty grit bins were the responsibility of either SDDC or DCC.  Initially both councils 

rejected the need to fill the grit bins but were eventually refilled after the Clerk sought the assistance of the 

District Cllrs. 

RESOLVED for the Highways Committee to undertake a review about both the grit bin and litter bin 

provision. 
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2232. To consider planning applications 

DMPA/2020/1265: The demolition of existing outbuildings and the erection of a single storey extension at 

Common Farm, B587 From Robinsons Hill To County Boundary, Melbourne, Derby, DE73 8DN 

(5/02/21)  

RESOLVED No objections 

 

DMPA/2020/1477: Listed Building Consent for the replacement of existing windows and internal 

alterations, the demolition of existing outbuildings and the erection of a single storey extension at 

Common Farm, B587 From Robinsons Hill To County Boundary, Melbourne, Derby, DE73 8DN 

(5/02/21) 

RESOLVED No objections 

 

DMPA/2020/1289: The erection of a detached timber framed car port and shed at 228 Station Road, 

Melbourne, Derby, DE73 8BQ (29/01/21) 

RESOLVED No objections 

 

DMPA/2020/1181: The replacement of windows and doors, installation of new roof lights and external 

flues, the erection of boundary walls and gate and the conversion of garage into ancillary accommodation 

at Garton House, Ingleby Road, Stanton By Bridge, Derby, DE73 7HT (21/01/21) 

RESOLVED No objections 

 

DMOT/2020/1399: The pollarding of tree at Melbourne Telephone Exchange, Chapel Street, Melbourne, 

Derby, DE73 8EH (03/02/21) 

RESOLVED No objections 

The wall outside the Telephone Exchange looks to be crumbling. 

 

DMPA/2020/1070: Conversion of existing dwelling into 3 no. dwellings at 5-9 Chapel Street, Melbourne, 

Derby, DE73 8EH (25/01/21) – Amended application 

RESOLVED No objections 

 

DMPA/2020/1335: The erection of an extension at Positive ID Labelling, Castle Lane, Melbourne, Derby, 

DE73 8JB (04/02/21) 

RESOLVED No objections 

 

2233. Parish Council website 

Before 2Commune will undertake any work on the new website, payment is required in full of their 

invoice.  The Chair had requested that the matter be placed on the agenda for a review of the website 

requirements. 

RESOLVED to seek a new domain name, favouring the use of   .gov.uk 

RESOLVED not to have the individual bespoke emails for Cllrs but to remain with the current gmail 

format. 

There were other questions raised and as these relate to staffing it was RESOLVED of the discussion on 

the format and uploading of information to the website to be taken in the exempt section of the meeting. 

   

2234.   Consultations for consideration 

Street naming and numbering application  

a) The naming of the road between the High Street and the car park has generated some additional 

comments from the village; these suggestions were given to the meeting. 

RESOLVED the name Toon will be suggested to SDDC. 

 

b) New development at Station Road 

RESOLVED the suggestion of past Doctors’ names will be put to SDDC – Freeman, Boardman, 

Crowley 

 

2235.  Items for information only – no action to be taken 

a)  Advice on forthcoming meetings and training 

Area Forum Meeting – 4th February 2021 at 6pm remotely,  
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b)  Reports of meetings attended 

    SDDC meeting with the NHS was attended by Cllr Fearria who circulated a report.  No questions 

were raised. 

No one attended the Whistlewood AGM. 

c)  Councillors reports for information purposes only 

• Concerns have been expressed about the gathering of youths during the day, this will be 

raised at the Safer Neighbourhood Meeting. 

• A complaint was brought to the meeting about the condition of Bucks Orchard public 

footpath. This will be taken by Highways Committee 

• Parking opposite Penn Lane, on the High Street is increasingly of concern.  These are 

thought to be connected with some building work in the area. 

 

2236. Date for the Parish Council and its Committee meetings 2021 (Standing Orders 5j (x)) 

The following committee meetings will take place via Zoom on Monday 8th February 2021 

Burial Committee – 6:30pm 

P&S Committee – 7:00pm 

Highways Communications – 7:30pm 

FRE Committee – 8:00pm 

 

The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will take place on 2nd March 2021. 

 

9.24 pm RESOLVED to exclude the press and members of the public and the Parish Council moved 

to the exempt section of the meeting. 

 

2237.  Exempt Section 

a) Bus Shelter 

The recent work undertaken to repair the bus shelter required permission, through a genuine mistake, the 

application for permission was not made. The Clerk has spoken with the Conservation Officer, and issued 

an unreserved apology on behalf of the Council. A retrospective application will be made, requiring the 

assistance of the contractor. 

 

b) Valuation of the new Public toilets 

The Clerk explained that the Valuation Office had sought further information for the purpose of assessing 

the NNDR. 

The Clerk was informed by Cllrs to suggest that a site inspection is undertaken given that the Clerk does 

not have the requisite information. 

 

c)Recognition of residents  

No specific letters will be sent out, instead the Chair will thank everyone at the Annual Meeting of the 

Parish. 

 

c) HR matters 

Arrangement for the closure of Lothian Gardens on an evening. 

The person locking the facilities has resigned.  The site is covered by CCTV.  

RESOLVED that the gates will remain open and the matter will be reviewed if there are any reports of 

anti-social behaviour. 

 

9.40pm The next item related to the Clerk who was requested to leave the meeting.  Cllr Carroll took the 

minutes. 

d)Website, outsourcing of VAT & payroll and feedback on meeting with the Clerk on 7 th January 2021. 

Cllr Collyer reported verbally on the meeting held on January 7th 2021 between himself, Cllr 

Hicklin and clerk Jacqui Storer.  Various strategies were agreed by the Council and by the Clerk. 
RESOLVED for the payroll to be outsourced to Mabe Allen 

RESOLVED for Cllrs to seek options for outsourcing VAT returns 
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Cllrs Ferria and Hogan are to meet to discuss the website and to make recommendations 

 

There being no other business, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 

 

 
 

 

APPENDIX 1 

LINDA CHILTON - COUNTY COUNCILLOR MONTHLY REPORT TO MELBOURNE 

PARISH COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 2021  

COVID-19 RELATED: 

Swadlincote was the first area in the community testing and since then, 246 tested positive at the three sites 

before the present lock-down: 246 who did not know they had symptoms.   Midway Community Centre 

stays open so those in the Swadlincote area can continue to keep regular checks. 

The DCC Community Response Unit can help with things like delivering prescription medicines or shop if 

you have no family or friends to help.  DCC on-line or 01629 535091.  news@derbyshire.gov.uk.    

On a personal note, the Vaccination Centre at the Derby Arena is as equi-distant from Melbourne as 

Oaklands Village in Swadlincote and was superbly run when I attended for my vaccination via the NHS.  I 

am not sure how our GP Surgery is organising !!                                            

HIGHWAY MATTERS: The Bridge between Willington and Repton has been closed due to some 

structural concerns and was being reinspected this (Sunday) afternoon. 

The County Council Highways Department continues to be under pressure from issues relating to the 

Pandemic, Flooding due to much rain and snow.   Staff to resolve these issues continue to be affected by 

Covid related illness or isolation as well as the inability to get some jobs done because of the weather 

conditions.   

I will be having a virtual meeting with the temporary Director of ETE re Highways issues on Monday 

morning on a specific issue elsewhere in my Division, but time allowing, will no doubt bring other issues 

to the fore.  

Parking: Continues to be a big problem: There is the Melbourne Safer Neighbourhood/Area Forum on 

Thursday, 4 February 2021 starting at 6.00 pm via Microsoft Teams.  These Forums are run by SDDC 

and if unable to attend the virtual meeting, any questions can be put to Chris Smith, Communities Team 

Manager on 01283 595924.  The last Melbourne Area Forum Minutes of 6 February 2020 page 3 state 

that Sgt Ladd confirmed Offices are encouraged to pay attention to these kinds of matters (Parking issues 

i.e. parking on bends and over the pavement)       parking@derbyshire.go.uk  

Just a point of interest:  Having just read my DCC Full Council Minutes of 2 December 2020 (page 10 

third paragraph for those interested in going on-line) I noted that responding to a question from the floor 

regarding traffic speeds, the Cabinet Member for Highways stated that there was a review regarding the 

Derbyshire Road Safety Partnership and its effectiveness, stating that: 

“One part of the process that he (Cabinet Member) finds totally unacceptable is that when DCC puts 

forward a proposal under a Traffic Regulation Order to reduce speed, say 40 to 30 whatever the case may 

be, in every single incident, without exception, Derby Police Force objected to it.  It is up to the Police to 

enforce these TRO’s and this does seem to get lost in translation when we are talking to the public in 

general”. 

https://crestderbyshire.org/about-us/report-a-speeding-concern 

The County Council will be holding Full Council on Wednesday, 3 February 2021 at 2.00 pm via 

Microsoft Teams.  You can access by the County Council Website if you wish to watch/listen as a guest. 

 

 

 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MONTHLY REPORT TO MELBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL – 

FEBRUARY 2021 

Bin collections 

These were interrupted by the bad weather but they have largely caught up now. 

If it happens again people should put their bins out as normal and leave them out until they are collected. 

Planning 1 

Many District Councils charge a fee for Pre Application Discussions about planning matters, but we 

haven’t been doing this. 

mailto:news@derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:parking@derbyshire.go.uk
https://crestderbyshire.org/about-us/report-a-speeding-concern
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At a recent meeting it was decided to introduce a charge soon for this service, and the income will be 

ploughed back into the Planning Service; the enforcement section in particular is under considerable 

pressure currently. 

 

Planning 2 

During the year ending March 31st 2020 there were 1285 net housing completions in the District, of which 

291 (22.6%) were affordable. 

13% of new housing was on previously developed land, as was 52% of employment floor space. 

We are required to have a minimum of 5 years of Housing land supply, and we have 5.76 years. 

The population increased by 2,760 to 107,260 (in 2011 it was 94,900). 

Recycling Bins on High Street car park 

The public consultation about these will be coming out soon. 

Wildflower Planting Scheme 

Four roadside verges in the District were planted with annuals in 2020 and three were successful, 

producing attractive flowers, with one verge failing to germinate. 

These will be repeated this year, with six more areas (two on “Gateway” sites) which instead of being 

planted will have a different mowing regime which will encourage native wild flowers, mainly perennial. 

Unfortunately none of these are in our area, partly I think because the verge has to be wide enough for a 

decent area of flowers plus a one metre wide area which has to be mown several times a year for highway 

safety. 

If Parish Councillors would like to suggest suitable verges which fit this criteria I’ll put them forward for 

consideration in future. 

In addition we’ve had an approach from the Civic Society asking if the SDDC have any small parcels of 

land suitable for tree planting. 

Council House rents will be increasing by 1% .This follows four years when they were reduced by 1% 

each year by central Government decree. 

Green Home Grants The District has been awarded £586,000 by the Government towards improving 

poorly insulated homes, both Council and privately owned, and this will be targeted to the worst ones.  

There is an upper limit of £10,000 per house and the money will go on loft insulation, heat pumps and 

solar panels. 

Councillors’ Advice Surgeries 

These cannot take place because of Covid regulations and a notice containing our contact details will be in 

the next Village Voice. 

Sainsbury’s proposed temporary closure 

Like many others I wrote to the manager complaining about the timing of this, as did Heather Wheeler, 

and I had been told that this won’t happen, so it’s a good example of what can be achieved when people 

act together.   

However, I have just received a letter from their Public Affairs Dept which says that they are going to have 

a nearby temporary solution during closure, though when this will be is not mentioned. 

 

 

VISION DERBYSHIRE (Cllr Hewlett) 

 

This proposal was for all eight District Councils and the County Council to have a scheme of co-operation 

called Structural Collaboration, in which we would share information and services but still keep our 

identities. 

The proponents said that it would enable us to speak with one voice and thus achieve much more, 

including better access to Government funds for redevelopment. 

Those against it wanted more detail and were concerned that the cost of the bureaucracy would be more 

than the savings. 

Also that our District probably has more in common with nearby parts of Leicestershire and Staffordshire 

than the Peak District and the fringes of Manchester, and that we are already sharing some services with 

neighbours when it saves costa and increases efficiency. 

Some were swayed by the fact that there would be job losses involved with the increased efficiency, and at 

Full Council on January the 14th the Council decided to abandon it. 

 


