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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Melbourne 

Parish Council 

Held remotely at 7.30pm Tuesday 5th January 

2021 

 

  

 

 

Councillors Present: Cllr Hicklin (Chair), Gates, Parker, Summerlin, Smith, Ward, Carroll, Usher, 

Dunnicliff, Fearria, Hogan, Collyer, Calvert, Hatton. 

 

In Attendance: Mrs J Storer (Clerk), a representative from the Village Voice, District Cllr Fitzpatrick (to 

8:03pm), Cllr Hewlett, County Cllr Chilton, 2 members of the public. 

 

Cllr Hicklin welcomed everyone to the meeting and as a quorum was established (Standing Orders 3v), the 

meeting commenced. 

 

2191.  Apologies:  No apologies were noted. 

 

2192.  Declaration of Interests (Standing Orders 3u & 13): All Cllrs considered their duty under the 

Code of Conduct to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest where necessary.  

 

2193. To grant any dispensations following the declaration of interests (Standing Orders 3 & 13):  

No dispensations were requested and none were granted. 

 

2194. Variation of Order of Business:   

There was no variation to the order of business. 

 

2195. Public Participation 

a) A period of not more than 3 minutes will be made available for members of the public and Members of 

the Council to comment on any matter. (Standing Order 3g) 

Information and questions relating to a diocese project to improve its communications had been circulated 

to all Cllrs prior to the meeting.  A resident representing the PCC explained the project and invited 

thoughts and feedback about the current engagement from the Church. Cllr Fearria recognized that this is a 

key moment in the Church’s strategic planning, adding that there is a need to make services more 

accessible particularly to young people and to integrate with local schools.  Cllr Hicklin commented that 

the advent trail was very positive engagement.  Cllr Fearria will make representations as an individual and 

the Council will consider if Cllr Fearria will also be the Parish Council’s representative to put forward 

suggestions from the council. 

 

Another resident explained her attendance was to see if she can add value to the community. 

  

b) County Council and District Council Members opportunity to raise any relevant matter (Standing Order 

24) 

Cllr Chilton’s report was previously circulated prior to the meeting. She added her disappointment in the 

continuing bad parking within the village.  The Enforcement Officers were in Melbourne on Bank Holiday 

Monday when five (5) vehicles were ticketed.  When asked, Cllr Chilton expressed the opinion that it is 

very doubtful that covid measures relating to pedestrian safety will be put into place in Melbourne 

following the negative response when the measures were previously attempted to be introduced. 

 

Cllr Fitzpatrick report was circulated prior to the meeting. There will be a consultation in February 2021 

about the recycling bins in the carpark.  Access to the meeting with the NHS representative  being held by 

SDDC on 13th January is via the SDDC website. 

 

The forthcoming closure of Robinson Hill and part of Ashby Road to enable works at the MSP to take 

place, will affect the main roads into Melbourne particularly for vehicles accessing the industrial estate; 
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enquiries were made if any proactive communication has been put in place, particularly for HGVs, about 

how to access the industrial estate whilst avoiding key areas of Melbourne.   Cllr Chilton assured the 

meeting that the Highways Dept will have plotted the diversion routes but agreed to check on this to ensure 

appropriate and adequate signage is in place. The diversion route was viewed and a request made for it to 

be checked as it takes vehicles under the low bridge at Ticknall. This will be feedback to the Highways 

Dept by Cllr Chilton. 

 

c) Members declaring an interest other than a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest who wish to make 

representations or give evidence under the National Association of Local Councils’ (NALC) Code of 

Conduct shall do so at this stage 

No declarations were granted. 

  

The Chair welcomed Cllr Hatton to his first full meeting. 

 

2196. To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held 1st December 2020 

RESOLVED The Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 1st December 2020 as previously circulated, 

were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

2197. To approve the Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held 21st December 2020 

(Standing Orders 6) 

RESOLVED The Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 21st December 2020 as previously 

circulated, were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

2198. Governance 

a) Review of GDPR 

There were no updates and no reports of any GDPR incidents. 

 

b) Risk Register review 

There were no changes to the risk register nor risk assessments. 

 

2199.  To received reports and recommendations from the Parish Council Committees and Working 

Parties  

Planning & Strategy Committee – 7th December 2020 

The minutes of the Committee meeting had been previously circulated to all Cllrs.   No questions were 

raised. 

 

Facilities, Recreation and Events Committee – 7th December 2020 

The minutes of the Committee meeting had been previously circulated to all Cllrs.  To date only positive 

feedback has been received about the new play equipment; this was warmly welcomed by Cllrs. 

 

Burials Committee – 7th December 2020 

The minutes of the Committee meeting had been previously circulated to all Cllrs.  No questions were 

raised. 

Work commenced on making the chapel roofs watertight on 4th January 2021. Covid regulations changed 

on the evening of 4th January 2021 with the third lockdown commencing on 5th January 2021 and the 

contractor has asked for approval for the project to continue and of any constraints the Council may have. 

RESOLVED for the project to continue and there are no known constraints.  The Sexton has been 

consulted about the repair work and about having contractors on site; the Sexton is content that all measure 

are in place for him to be Covid safe 

8:03 Cllr Fitzpatrick left the meeting. 

 

Finance Committee – 7th December 2020 

The minutes of the Committee meeting had been previously circulated to all Cllrs. No questions were 

raised. 

 

2200. To determine which items if any from Part 1 of the Agenda should be taken with the public 

excluded. 

No matters were raised other than that listed on the agenda. 
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2201.  Chairman’s Announcements and Reports.  -  For the Chair of the Parish Council to report on 

any events attended or interaction with the press. 

The Chair had no reports to make. 

 

2202. To receive the report of the Clerk (previously circulated) 

         a)  Report of the Clerk 

              The report of the Clerk had been previously circulated, there were no matters or questions raised. 

    A list of nominations received for the £100 donation from Proludic was passed to Proludic to 

make the decision as to which group will be successful.  The recipients were Mee & Dee.   

With changes in tier levels, a new strain of the virus and the continuing rapid changes of 

regulations; the Clerk requested the reinstatement of the delegated powers to the Chair, Vice 

Chair and Committee Chairs to make urgent Covid related decisions that cannot wait until a 

Committee or Council meeting has been convened. 

RESOLVED to grant delegated powers to the Chair, Vice Chair and Chairs of Committees for 

the Clerk to approach for decisions regarding urgent changes in Covid related matters. 

 

         b)  Deeds granted (Standing Orders 23) 

               No deeds have been granted during December 2020. 

  

        c)  Correspondence received and actions taken 

             1.  DALC – various circulars     

             2.  Various – information about the 2021 census 

             3.  Resident – complaint about parking on Hope Street and Hatton Court 

             4.  Mr Heath – email of 17.12.20 providing information and suggestion for the naming of a street 

currently unnamed (Minute 2211)  

             5.  Resident – requesting to place paper decorations onto the Market Place Christmas tree made by 

her children.                         

A request to place items on the Market Place tree has not been received before, however Cllrs 

considered that something could be put into place in future years that may allow children to 

display the Christmas decorations that they have made; this will not however. be on the main 

tree in the Market Place. Instead it may be a project with the Parish Council and possibly with 

the Church. 

All correspondence has been circulated to all Cllrs 

 

2203. 2021 events in the covid era 

No events are immediately planned by the parish council. 

 

2204. Reports from representatives on outside organisations     

Senior Citizens Centre -  no meeting has been held  

   

 Safer Neighbourhood/Area Meeting – the next meeting will take place on 4th February 2021. 

   

Melbourne Festival – No report was provided 

 

Sporting Partnership - No meeting has taken place 

     

Assembly Rooms - No meeting has taken place, the Assembly Rooms were closed today in light of 

yesterday’s Government announcement of the third lockdown and changes to Covid regulations. 

The shed used by the Lengthsman is to be demolished before the end of February and thus his equipment 

will need to be relocated.  A suggestion is made that the grit is stored in the old disabled toilet at MARS, 

however the toilet will need to be removed.  Consideration of the relocation of the Lengthsman’s 

equipment will be taken by the Highways Committee – Cllr Ward agreed to walk around the village to 

seek possible locations for storage units and bring these to the Highways Committee. 

 

Donington Park Liaison Committee – no meeting has taken place. 

 

Severn Trent Water Liaison Group – no meeting has taken place. 
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East Midlands Airport – no meeting has taken place. 

 

2205. Parish Council assets 

a)  Public Toilets 

New Covid regulations came into force on 5th January 2021, the public toilets may remain open. 

RESOLVED unanimously to keep the public toilets open during this latest lockdown. 

A commemoration plaque for Mr Wall previously sited in the carpark, has been removed, a resident has at 

their expense renovated the plaque and suggested that it could be relocated to the small planting area in 

front of the public toilets.  

RESOLVED in principle for the plaque to be sited in the planting area. A suitable scheme of planting 

and displaying the plaque will be considered by the FRE Committee. 

 

b)  Chapels & Cemetery, Old Burial Ground 

The works to make the chapel roofs water tight commenced on 5th January 2021. 

Reports and concerns about flooding that is experienced occasionally at the Cemetery and at Oaklands 

Close has been passed to the Footpaths Officer (DCC) who has referred the council to report the matter to 

the flooding dept at DCC. 

A meeting was held on 7th December 2020 with the potential developers of the site on Station Road, Cllr 

Dunnicliff provided a verbal report of the meeting; the developers whilst quite amenable to the suggested 

expansion of the cemetery, are looking at related options and possibilities before making any commitments 

to the project. 

 

The planning application has been submitted for the works to the trees within the Old Burial Ground. The 

Diocese is happy with the application submitted by the Church subject to the single proviso of the grant of 

any secular consent (application received).  No work can start on the trees until a Faculty has been granted, 

and the Diocese has granted permission to petition the Consistory Court for this – the Church is working 

on this petition.  

 

c)  Lothian Gardens and Thomas Cook Gardens 

No matters are reported for Thomas Cook Gardens. 

 

The MUGA was repaired and the post installation inspection of the newly installed equipment was 

undertaken on 8th December 2020 and on passing the inspection the play area was reopened on 8th 

December 2020.  A notice was placed on the railings and at the MUGA informing both of the re-opening 

and of the Covid regulations in place at the play area.   No formal opening ceremony was undertaken due 

to Tier 3 Covid regulations being in force.  On 31st December 2020, the parish moved into Covid Tier 4, 

the regulations for Tier 4 outdoor play areas allowed them to remain open which occured.  The third 

lockdown commenced on 5th January 202, the play equipment can remain open however the new 

regulations state that sports courts (the MUGA) must be closed. The risk assessments connected with 

Lothian Gardens remain in place with no changes and the Council’s perception of risk was considered. 

RESOLVED to keep the play equipment and the MUGA open during the latest lockdown. 

 

The Clerk sent the parish council’s thanks to the SDDC Grant Committee for the grant funding towards the 

new toddler play equipment; an invite was also sent to the Grant Committee and to an individual District 

Cllrs to visit the play area to see the new equipment and changes that the funding has contributed to. The 

invitation has not been accepted.  Cllr Ward agreed to take photographs of the new equipment (with no 

children included in the photographs) and these will be sent by the Clerk to the Grant Committee as part of 

the review process. 

 

d)   Market Place bus shelter 

No matters were reported. 

 

2206. Finance (Standing Orders 23 and Financial Regulations) 

a) Accounts for payment  

Accounts already paid 

 None 

 

Accounts for payment (Financial Regulations 6 &7) 

January salaries                          £TBA 
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January HMRC                          £TBA 

January Pension                          £TBA 

Eon      Elec at chapels                   £32.30 

Eon      Elec at public toilets                 £54.33  

(D/d) 

SDDC     NNDR for January Public toilets             

 £231.00 

Cllr Hicklin    Reimbursement monthly zoom              £7.19 

ALS Contracting Ltd Rectify MUGA faults                

 £3000.00 

Melbourne Print  Stationery                    £6.00 

ASBC     Work to the gate at the Old Burial Ground           £144.00 

ASBC     Trial holes for the war memorial              £420.00 

Proludic     New toddler equipment               

 £41,999.97 

Mark Tatlow    erection of fencing in and at the Old Burial Ground (H&S)     

 £456.16  

Melbourne Print  Stationery                    £1.73 

Village Voice   Quarter report                   £92.88 

BT ( by direct debit) CCTV line rental                  £109.92 

SNC      CCTV ADSL services Jan-Mar 21             £72.00 

SDDC     Trade waste at Cemetery & lengthsman for 2020/21       

 £3612.53 

SDDC     Additional bin at Thomas Cook Gardens           £105.30 

Dove’s Garage   Bin bags and mower fuel                £70.66 

Aspen Tree Surgery Ltd Supply, erection and removal of 2020 Christmas trees     

 £3025.00 

 

The Clerk has made the request for the SDDC grant funding to be released to the parish council.  The 

Clerk has been informed that the request is being processed however there has been a slight delay due to 

the situation within SDDC.  Should the funds not be received at the time of the full council meeting, the 

Clerk sought permission to pay the invoice to Proludic once the grant funding has been received from 

SDDC.  RESOLVED to pay the Proludic invoice from reserves and for the reserves to be replenished 

when the grant funding is received. 

 

b) Receipts 

Receipts received in December 2020 

Burials £3246.00 

Memorials £284.00 

VAT refund  £890.02 

Gross interest £2.20 

 

c) To approve the bank reconciliation to 31st December 2020 

This is to be reviewed by the Chair. 

Balances at 31.12.20 

Current account = £100.00 

Deposit account = £257,755.51 

  

d) Request for financial assistance 

No requests were received. 

  

e) To set the precept for the financial year 2021/22 (Financial Regulations 3.4) 

Each Committee had met in November to discuss and agree its budgetary requirements for the next 

financial year. The budget was considered by the Finance Committee at its meeting held on 7 th December 

2020 (Financial Regulations 3.2).  The recommendation of the Finance Committee is for the precept for 

2021/22 to be set at £82,100 this is a 2.99 % increase on the 2020/21 precept.  The Chair listed the 

activities of the parish council. 

RESOLVED to set the precept for 2021/22 at £82,100. 
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2207. To adopt and ratify the draft NDP  

The draft NDP document was circulated as per minute 2185 (December 2020) and was to be presented to 

the meeting by Cllr Carroll for adoption by the Parish Council. 

It is still not possible to ratify the NDP as a response on the amendments is still awaited from SDDC.  The 

matter will be moved onto the February agenda. 

 

2208.  Consideration of the response by Melbourne Surgery and feedback on the meeting held 

remotely with Dr Long on 22nd December 2020. 

As per Minute 2188, a formal complaint was sent on 8th December 2020 to the Surgery the response of the 

Practise Manager was received on the same day and circulated to all Cllrs.  On 9 th December an email was 

received from Dr Long providing contact details to discuss the situation as a matter of urgency and a 

virtual meeting was held on 22nd December 2020 with Dr Long and a small number of Cllrs; the minutes of 

this meeting have been circulated.  It was noted that there is a lack of funds at the surgery and its 

communication remains poor.  Dr Long stated that they are trying to improve communication and to make 

people more comfortable/less anxious during the pandemic.  Cllrs continued to express theirs and residents 

poor experiences. 

RESOLVED the majority was for the continuing concerns about the practise to be taken to the CCG 

(Clinical Commissioning Group). 

 

2209. To consider planning applications 

DMPA/2020/0839 - Proposed Single Storey and First Floor Extension and Detached Garage at Breedon 

View, Robinsons Hill, Melbourne, Derby, DE73 8DJ (deadline 24/12/20) 

RESOLVED: No objections 

 

DMPA/2020/1363: Creation of a temporary site access at Land at SK3925 2880, Station Road, Melbourne, 

Derbyshire, DE73 8LH (09/01/21) 

RESOLVED: objections, concerns were expressed about the siting of the entrance which is on a bend 

with houses opposite.  The access already granted for the development should be used and the creation 

of a temporary site access is not required. 

 

DMPA/2020/1176: The erection of a single storey rear extension, loft conversion with Juliette balcony and 

the demolition of outhouse at 71, Victoria Street, Melbourne, Derby, DE73 8FR (06/01/21) 

RESOLVED: No objections 

 

2210. Parish Council website 

The P&S Committee considered quotes for a new parish council website and made the recommendation 

for the new provider to be 2Commune, an organisation specialising in providing websites for Parish and 

Town Councils, offering 3 types of sites – Classic, Modern, Responsive.   The Clerk had circulated the 

information and examples of the different styles of websites provided by 2Commune. 

The costs of the new website had been circulated.  The earmarked reserves for a new website stand at 

£3,124.  The budget for 2021/22 provides an additional £1,600 for the first year’s ongoing costs and 

training associated with the website. 

RESOLVED:-  to accept the recommendation by the P&S Committee to appoint 2Commune as the new 

website provider, for the new website to be of the Responsive style – this being appropriate for use by the 

council’s stakeholders. 

RESOLVED not to have the individual bespoke emails but to remain with the current gmail format of 

emails. 

RESOLVED the parish council is to keep control of the domain name. 

 

There were other questions to be raised and these were considered to be commercially sensitive and 

relating to staffing - RESOLVED to move the item to the exempt section (Standing Orders 10vi). 

   

2211.   Consultations for consideration 

Street naming and numbering application received. 

The Parish Council has been consulted about the proposal to name the road between High Street and the 

carpark.  (Relevant legislation = Public Health Act 1925 s17).    

Originally the consultation period was for 21 days from 17th December 2020, given the Christmas break, 

the Clerk has sought an extension of time for the request to be considered. 
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The relevant emails of 18th December 2020 explaining SDDC policy position and those from the applicant 

have been circulated to all Cllrs.  

RESOLVED not to support the proposal as the name reflect a living person  - 11 against and 3 

abstention. 

 

2212.  Items for information only – no action to be taken 

a)  Advice on forthcoming meetings and training 

Area Forum Meeting – 4th February 2021 at 6pm remotely, Cllrs were to respond to the email of 

18.12.20 to book their attendance 

All details of the remote training sessions run by DALC have been circulated to all Cllrs via the 

Clerk 

 

b)  Reports of meetings attended 

None attended. 

c)  Councillors reports for information purposes only 

i) A cut through has been created at the former Gaybourne Nurseries by the felling of two trees in 

the hedgerow; the reason for this is sought as there is a hedgerow protection scheme to be put       

    in place. This will be raised with the planning dept ask Cllr Carroll for clarification 

             ii) A resident has enquired if the parish council has been involved in the general consultation about 

night flying. The parish council is not a consultee to the consultation. 

             iii) The fence at the top of Huntington Court green space next to the public footpath has come 

down. This has been reported to DCC, the Clerk will report this to DCC. 

 

2213. Date for the Parish Council and its Committee meetings 2021 (Standing Orders 5j (x)) 

The following committee meetings will take place via Zoom on Monday 11th January 2021 

Burial Committee – 6:30pm 

P&S Committee – 7:00pm 

Highways Communications – 7:45pm 

FRE Committee – 8:15pm 

 

The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will take place on 2nd February 2021. 

 

9.30pm RESOLVED to exclude the press and members of the public and the Parish Council moved 

to the exempt section of the meeting. 

 

2214.  Exempt Section 

a) Website 

Some concerns were expressed about how the maintaining, updating and posting of the website will take 

place in practice and how these associated costs and that of the Clerk seeking assistance will be controlled. 

To assist it was agreed that two Cllrs will attend the training course with the Clerk to provide additional 

support and reduce the need of the Clerk to seek always 2Commune’s assistance. 

RESOLVED The domain name will not change, however there still remains problems with accessing the 

domain name which Cllr Gates agreed to make further enquiries about.  

RESOLVED in principle to work with 2Commune to develop the new website. The matter will be 

referred back to the Planning & Strategy Committee for detailed decisions about how the website will 

work. 

 

b) To consider and to make a decision on the Dr Freeman Award. 

Four nominations have been received for the 2020 Dr Freeman Award: a brief outline of the reasons why 

each nomination was worthy were given. 

RESOLVED the 2020 Dr Freeman Award is awarded to Mr David Guilford. 

The announcement of the winner will remain confidential until the Clerk has made arrangements for the 

presentations in the Covid era to take place. 

All nominees will receive a letter to congratulate them on their nominations and to thank them for the work 

they have undertaken for the community during the Covid pandemic. In addition, any Cllr who knows of 

any worthy resident who has contributed to the community during Covid are to send these with details of 
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the work undertaken, to the Clerk who will send a letter of thanks.  This is not to set a precedent and is 

solely covering the Covid era. 

 

Normally the award is presented at the Annual Parish Meeting in March however, it will be presented this 

year via Zoom. The Clerk was given a suggestion as to how the award may be presented and she will make 

the enquiries. 

 

There being no other business, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 

10:13pm. 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 

LINDA CHILTON - COUNTY COUNCILLOR MONTHLY REPORT TO MELBOURNE 

PARISH COUNCIL 

JANUARY 2021 – HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL  

 

COVID-19 RELATED: 

Covid Testing started in Swadlincote on 21 December 2020.  A mobile station remains in that vicinity but 

will go where needed most.  In the meantime, there is a station based at Toyota just off the A50 generally 

for those who feel they have some symptoms.  Community Testing, is available for those without 

symptoms: no need to book, just turn up.  Midway Community Centre, Chestnut Avenue, Swadlincote 

DE11 0EW, Gresley Old Hall, Gresley Wood Road, Swadlincote DE11 9QP otherwise, more detailed 

information can be found here Community testing for COVID-19 – Derbyshire County Council or other 

queries news@derbyshire.gov.uk.                                            https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-

home    

HIGHWAY MATTERS: The sheer number of requests for highway improvements continue to 

outweigh available resources, hence the system of prioritisation – hard facts and figures provide a robust 

basis and justification for expenditure. 

Public Toilet Sign: DCC Highways have arranged for a job to be raised to install a new post and double 

sided, black & white public toilet sign to be placed between the gate and gatepost by the entrance to the 

jitty at their expense.   I have no further information at this point.   

Parking: Continues to be a big problem: Drivers seem not to care and we have to justify the cost of an 

Enforcement Officer coming more regularly. Over the Christmas period I have seen quite a number of 

parking offences and a few cones being placed around: without the required permission to do this.  I cannot 

force the police to take action though they say the Neighbourhood Safety Team are always working.  DCC 

have no influence over and cannot comment on local policing priorities or resourcing.  That being said, the 

Police would not carry out enforcement of limited waiting bays, given that it is a CPE (Civil Parking 

Enforcement) function and equally, it is suspected that they would refer any requests for enforcement of 

yellow lines to DCC also.  They do though, have a duty to take action, irrespective of whether it is a CPE 

enforceable offence. 

There will be a Safer Neighbourhood/Area Forum meeting soon – presumably police will be in attendance 

regardless of whether the meeting is held via the internet - I already have two dates for other areas within 

my Division, but not for Melbourne/Aston as yet.   

Penalty Charge Notices: A number of PCN’s were issued by the Civil Enforcement Officer on Bank 

Holiday Monday.  Enforcement on Bank Holidays is necessary, particularly in areas which tend to attract 

tourists, where there may be a tendency for visitors to breach waiting restrictions if struggling to find a 

place to park.  Road users should park in accordance with the restrictions in place, irrespective of whether 

enforcement is taking place.  Civil Parking Enforcement is very much a limited resource – South 

Derbyshire receiving approximately 100 hours on street per month and they cannot necessarily be in 

attendance to meet every demand for services received.   If the Parish Highways Committee members are 

aware of specific times or days of the week where abuses take place, patrols can be shaped so that they are 

in Melbourne at those times.  

The administration of the PCN process is carried out by the Central Processing Unit at Notts. County 

Council through a Section 101 (Discharge of Functions).  Agreement in place with them and DCC is not 

an unusual practice.  Details on how to appeal or pay a PCN are provided on the reverse of the Notice and 

anyone wishing to appeal should follow the advice provided.  Should anyone have questions about the 

mailto:news@derbyshire.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home
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enforcement they can contact DCC’s Civil Parking Enforcement Team on 01629 538671 or by emailing 

parking@derbyshire.gov.uk  

Speeding  https://crestderbyshire.org/about-us/report-a-speeding-concern  

May I respectfully suggest that the Parish Highways Committee keep a record of the Highway protocols I 

send or request the information directly from the Highways Hub at County Hall, which should help them 

in any situations where decision making is necessary.  I have many papers, but whilst it is the most 

common of complaints I get, it is only a part of my remit: I certainly do not have all the answers. 

There is a protocol for Civil Enforcement https://www.parksmarter.org.uk/home.aspx  73 pages in total 

Ensure your vehicles are parking with wheels WITHIN ANY LINES !! 

MELBOURNE TOWN CENTRE FUTURE PROPOSALS 

This issue is, unfortunately, one that I cannot get resolved before my retirement at the County Councillor 

for Melbourne Division in May.  I give thanks to the Traffic Safety Team at County Hall who, have done 

their best to accommodate, as well as the irresponsible parking situation we experience here. 

The Team wanted to have a discussion with me before they commenced with providing replies to members 

of the public here in Melbourne who have made enquiries relating to traffic and safety measures in the 

village and more patently, the Town Centre Reviews.  Many were in support of DCC’s proposals during 

the first Covid lock down type situation but were significantly outweighed by the negative feedback they 

received. 

Being mindful that circumstances beyond our control in terms of Covid-19 and the Government White 

Papers aside and the County Council Elections in May 2021, the Team cannot see that from the constraints 

mentioned and the necessary workload involved, they would be in a position to commence such a Review 

prior to the May Elections even though most of it had been programmed within my tenure of office. It is 

also possible that a new County Councillor for the Division may have differing views on what we are in 

collective agreement on; in that something does need further consideration in Melbourne.  Schemes of this 

scale and nature prove very difficult to dedicate sufficient resources to, particularly, to do justice to 

providing something that is of sufficient detail, research, background works, all within a specified 

timescale.  Discussions have taken place and subsequent delivery of a consultation exercise, if there is still 

a majority will within the village for this to be re-visited after the May Election and Covid-19 restraints, it 

may be possible to hold such public displays/exhibitions. 

If there is the appetite in Melbourne, it is possible for the Team to make a bid for consideration in their 

Capital Works Programme for a study/exhibition to be undertaken on DCC’s behalf by a consultant 

organisation that would provide the opportunity to provide a dedicated team of professionals in 

consultation/liaison with the Team to develop a scheme and the necessary research and documentation to 

accompany this that they would have a dedicated resource to deliver this/look at the options. It would be 

something that would need to be bid for from the funding allocation DCC receives for the Capital Works 

Programme each year and therefore there cannot be any guarantees that it would make it on to the 

immediate scheme list at this stage.   

With all my discussions with the Team (on a number of issues that may well be achieved and highlighting 

new developments etc) it might be as a consequence of all of the foregoing that the Team will look in the 

medium term to promote some waiting restrictions (double yellow lines) around the busy road junctions 

where access and footway overrunning appears to be creating issues.  These perhaps could be consulted 

upon as a collective order with the proposals for Cockshut Lane (around the Sports Ground site) for 

Melbourne.  However, this will be a long process and subject to a public consultation exercise and all the 

issues (objections) that may well be received, that will need to be addressed. 

This has been an extraordinarily busy time since my last report, but rest assured all enquiries have been 

recorded with DCC 

Apologies for yet another lengthy report, I am trying to give you as much information as I can.  

Fortunately, I can touch type, your next Councillor may well not !!! 

Linda Chilton, Elected Member, Melbourne Division   3 January 2021 

 

 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MONTHLY REPORT TO MELBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL – 

JANUARY 2021 

SDDC – Melbourne Parish Report for January 2021 Meeting   Date; 4-1-21 

Covid  

SDDC have been involved in an advisory capacity in setting up three test centres in the Swadlincote area 

which have attempted to bring positive cases in the DE11 area under control. 

mailto:parking@derbyshire.gov.uk
https://crestderbyshire.org/about-us/report-a-speeding-concern
https://www.parksmarter.org.uk/home.aspx
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SDDC are also helping with the setting up of a vaccination facility in the South Derbyshire area which 

aims to be operating before the end of January 2021. Location of the facility remains confidential for the 

time being. 

21/22 Budget Round  

January committee meetings at SDDC will focus on the setting of department and ultimately the full 

council budget for the next financial year 21/22. Part of this process will of course include the setting of a 

council tax for the same period. 

The Central Government formula for 21/22 is not changing significantly from 20/21 but the current deal 

will expire after the next financial year and details of a new formula or settlement are not yet known. 

Some PC Requests 

A request received to ask that all PC contact details are reviewed at SDDC has been forwarded to the head 

of Democratic Services. 

A request to look at the lights out in the car park off the High St has been forwarded to the head of 

corporate property for prompt action. 

Vision Derbyshire  

As detailed in the December report Vision Derbyshire offers a potential new way for Derbyshire Councils 

to co-operate – further discussions on this proposal will take place at SDDC during January.  

Equality, Diversion and Inclusion Strategy 

SDDC has published a strategy and action plan for 2021-2025 and is looking for comments from 

organisations and the public. Details can be found at  

https://www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/news/2020/dec/share-your-views 

Bring to Site – Car Park High St – Recycling Bins 

Hope to have a verbal update for the meeting on Tuesday 5th Jan. 

GP Surgeries 

At the next SDDC Overview & scrutiny meeting, an NHS professional will be presenting some of the 

issues facing GP surgeries at this time. This might be an interesting subject to Parish Councillors to listen 

into given the complaints in our village with our own GP surgery. 

The meeting is held on 13th Jan at 6pm and can be accessed remotely by following the link on the SDDC 

website. 

 

 

Regs 

 

 

Martin Fitzpatrick 

 

https://www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/news/2020/dec/share-your-views

